Pauci-immune necrotizing glomerulonephritis.
Pauci-immune necrotizing glomerulonephritis is the most frequent cause of rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis and, in most cases, is associated with antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA). It is either the renal manifestation of Wegener's granulomatosis, microscopic polyangiitis of Churg-Strauss syndrome, or a renal-limited vasculitis. In this review, the histopathologic changes seen in renal biopsies of patients with pauci-immune glomerulonephritis are described. The authors also describe why the disease is sometimes limited to the kidneys, the clinical course of renal disease, treatment issues, how to deal with disease relapses, and how to prevent them from occurring. Furthermore, the necessity of renal biopsy and rebiopsy, the usefulness of rapid ANCA detection at diagnosis, and serial measurement of ANCA during follow-up are discussed. The effect of dialysis on the disease process and the possibility of renal transplantation after disease remission are also debated.